Presidential Address.
There were three scientific sessions in all, taking place in the morning, afternoon and evening. All three sessions were well attended, and both members and guests participated actively in the discussion. Fourteen contributions were presented and discussed. The majority of these papers will appear in the pages of the Journal during the current year.
(The following list of papers was presented.)
FIRST EXECUTIVE SESSION-5 :00 P.M.
The meeting was called to order by the President. Dr. S. Dr. J. Gardner Hopkins presented the Treasurer's report, and stressed the importance of this Society for the success of dermatology in this country, and the necessity for the members to appoint themselves committees of one to try and enlarge the membership and increase the size of the Journal, which could be done only by increasing the size of the organization. The report of the Treasurer, and that of the Auditing Committee were received and approved by the membership.
The Committee on Membership announced that twentytwo candidates, who had applied for admission to the Society, had been approved by their Committee. This report was accepted by the membership.
Dr. Marion B. Sulzberger, as Chairman, presented the following report of the Committee on Publications:
This is not merely a formal report but presents the opportunity for the annual exchange of ideas between the membership and the Editorial Board, which is responsible to them for their Journal.
You are acquainted with the publication of the last year. The Society's contract with the publishers is for 500 pages per annum; the Journal for the year occupied 493 pages. In the first year there were 506 member-subscribers and 57 non-member subscribers. Subscriptions for Volume II at present number 419 member-subscribers; there is thus a reduction of 87 in members. Experts inform me that this may be regarded as a normal shrinkage of a new Society such as ours. However, I wish to reiterate the necessity of continuing to give this Society and Journal our fullest support, and, as emphasized by Dr. Hopkins, the necessity of trying to interest others in subscribing to the Journal and becoming members of the Society.
I believe it is no exaggeration to say that a good deal of what has been published this year is not preeminently of interest to the practicing dermatologist; and that many articles which have appeared in our pages are of more interest to other branches and specialties, such as those of the biochemist, the immunologist, the allergist, the mycologist, the histopathologist, etc. This is precisely one of the principal goals of our Society and Journal: namely, to bring to the attention of medical science the fact that research and investigation of cutaneous phenomena are of interest to all medicine; and that many major additions to both general and specialized medical knowledge will continue to come from observations and investigations of dermatologic conditions and dermatologic reactions.
I think that the members of this Society have succeeded in launching what is perhaps the first Dermatologic Journal which does not confine itself to the objective of interesting the dermatologist, but which on the contrary, stresses the publication of material that may be of equal or even greater interest to non-dermato1ogits-and I believe that with your cooperation we shall succeed in continuing to publish a journal of this broad scope.
I say this not only because of my own judgment as to the character of the already published material and that which has been presented here today, but because I have received many messages which support this statement. These messages, congratulating the Society on the unique character and broad appeal of our Journal have come from many different quarters of the United States and from many countries, including England, France, the Scandinavian countries, Switzerland, Hungary, Poland, Cuba, Argentina, Brazil, China and others.
Because this Society and Journal present such a large proportion of material of interest to non-dermatologists, as well as to dermatologists, every dermatologist has a very real and particular stake in the continued success of our endeavor. No one can say that the immediate future of the specialty of dermatology is certain and assured.
We see that at present our specialty is being curtailed on every side; and curricula and examinations in dermatology are being slashed; and independent chairs for dermatology and syphilology are being eliminated in certain medical schools. In the minds of those who know the literature, who know the training and the activities in modern dermatology, there can be no doubt whatsoever that the dermatologist and syphilologist is the one who is today best trained and fitted to investigate and to manage, for example, the roentgen therapy of the skin, cutaneous cancers and other tumors, allergic dermatoses and the majority of venereal diseases, including especially syphilis. And yet, the general medical public is not entirely aware of these facts, and in some institutions and localities the dismemberment of dermatology occurs and continues in spite of all the efforts of societies and publications whose activities are of interest almost exclusively to dermatologists. These societies and journals all have their excellent place and are doing splendid work in teaching and training and interesting dermatologists; but the idea that they will increase the prestige of dermatology in the medical community as rapidly as now seems necessary is like believing that one can hoist oneself by one's boot straps. Therefore I feel that all dermatologists who do not recognize the unique and necessary rôle of this Journal and Society are showing either a lack of foresight or an absence of esprit de corps, and I believe that all those who wholeheartedly support our Society are helping the prestige of dermatology and are thus directly benefiting themselves. The Journal needs more contributions not only from dermatologists, but also from non-dermatologists doing work dealing with the skin. Our able Program Committee has recognized this fact and the papers read today include a liberal number of contributions from non-dermatologists. We members should bear this in mind, and should not only ourselves contribute, but each try to get contributions of pertinent articles.
Another way to assist is that which Dr. Hopkins pointed out. Our financesand therefore our ultimate success-are dependent upon the members and on membership dues, and each member can assist in gaining new members and subscribers to the Journal. Several ideas regarding the Journal were discussed by the Board of Directors last night and may be of interest to the membership. One is that our Journal is listed by the Quarterly Cumulative Index; and is ab-stracted by the Journal of the A. M. A., etc., and by the Zentralblatt and other foreign indices. Nothing published in our pages will be lost.
A second point is that the Directors decided that we shall include an Abstract Department as soon as there are sufficient funds and material to publish two volumes instead of one each year.
In closing this report, the Editorial Board apologizes for several typographical and other errors made during the year. Steps have now been taken to reduce such errors to the utmost possible minimum. We thank the membership for their exemplary patience and their active and most helpful cooperation; and we stand ready to accept not only their help but their criticism and suggestions. For this Journal is their Journal, and the Editors are their stewards, with the sole task of helping to make the Publication achieve the aims and express the hleas of the members of the Society for Investigative Dermatology.
Four amendments to the By-laws were discussed and voted upon favorably. These amendments read as follows:
Article Ill-Any person shall be eligible for membership in the Society who is a physician in good standing, Article V, Section I-Only a member of the Society in good standing who has received a certificate from the American Board of Dermatology and Syphilology, or whose qualifications are equivalent to those required for admission to examination by the American Board of Dermatology and Syphilology shall be eligible for election as an officer.
Article VI, Section lI-The Board of Directors shall consist of the President, the Vice-President, the Secretary and the Treasurer of the Society, all ex-officio, and five other members of the Society, who have received certificates from the American Board of Dermatology and Syphilology, or whose qualifications are equivalent to those required for admission to examination by the American Board of Dermatology and Syphilology, and who shall be elected by ballot. An announcement was made that the Board of Directors would recommend an amendment to the By-laws, to be circularized before the next annual meeting, providing for the appointment or election of an Honorary President and Vice-President.
The Society passed Dr. Sulzberger's motion that the time and place of the next meeting be left to the Board of Directors this year, in view of the desire of the Society to contribute to the success of the forthcoming International Dermatological Congress, and in order to avoid any interference or conflict with the meeting of the International Congress.
The Society unanimously passed a motion thanking Dr. Richard S. Weiss and Dr. Harry Alexander, both of Saint Louis, for their very successful efforts in behalf of making this meeting a success.
The meeting was adjourned at 11:00 P.M. The Society records with regret the death of the following members: Doctors George F. Jackson, Fred C. Nichols, James W. Skebelsky and Morton C. Smith.
